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00:59:59

00:59:59, brings together five art-
ists, living and working in London– 
Feiya Zhang; Kyrin Chen; Moritz 
Tibes; Sasha Ercole; Vi Trinh. This 
group exhibition takes place for one 
day only, Monday 9 May 2022, be-
tween 6.00- 8:00pm. Each artist 
presents new, site specific work in 
response to the exhibition’s location 
at One Fen Court, 120 Fenchurch 
Street, London. 

Rather than individual objects, 
works included in 00:59:59 act as 
components of an experience. The 
exhibition functions as a backdrop 
to new connections and conversa-
tions. Focus is drawn to the dia-
logues that are sparked when people 
come together to experience art. The 
interdependence of a shared person-
al experience  is mirrored by the in-
terdependence of the works.

00:59:59 takes place beneath a 14 
x 15 metre LED screen featuring 
the video, 2 Hours,  Moritz Tibes 
(b. Berlin, Germany, 1993). Oth-
er works include Untitled, mixed 
media installation, Sasha Ercole 
(b. Dallas, USA, 1998); Untitled, 
sound installation, Kyrin Chen  (b. 
Najing, China, 1998); The Waiting 
Room, digital mini-game,  Vi Trinh 
(b. Fairfax, USA, 1997); The Lon-
doner, newspaper, Feiya Zhang (b. 
Xinjiang, China, 1998). 

Please feel free to interact with the 
exhibition in any way you please. 

Reading and Remembering the 
Anthropologist Taron Ross
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Nestled between Richard Roger’s 
Lloyd’s building and Fenchuch Street 
Station lies an ode to pretentious, un-
inspired, drivel, masquerading as art. 
Not content with simply causing an 
obstruction to the public walkway at 
One Fen Court, a group of artists from 
Goldsmiths— a university infamous 
for its penchant for pretension— had 
just about enough time to get off their 
high horse and present their latest ‘art-
works’ to disinterested city workers. 
This balderdash, which quite frankly 
we’ve all had more than enough of, 
claims to bring people together in a 
half-arsed attempt at artsy speed dat-
ing. Unbeknown to the fact that there 
are more interesting conversations 
happening at 4am on a Friday night 
waiting for a Big Mac than at an art 
exhibition.

This apparent future generation of 
artists would do well to listen to the 
fine words of Hogarth, ‘I know of no 
such thing as genius, genius is nothing 
but labor and diligence.’ If only they 
had spent a bit less time working on 
their craft than indulging in the work 
of Mark Fisher, they could have sold 
a few pieces to the bankers round the 
corner. 
While many lement the death of the 
legacy art world, it seems that today’s 
art students are happy to stick the final 
nail in the coffin.  It comes as no sur-
prise to me that art collectors are turn-
ing to ghastly NFTs of monkeys rather 
than humoring these tasteless posers. 
Can we all just try and stop proving 
than we’re smarter than everyone else. 
What ever happened to a nice painting 
or two? 

Aloof, Self-Righteous And Tedious - 
Why Are Art Students So Pretentious? 
James Taylor-Thomas

James Taylor-Thomas
Art Historian



In 1964, Anthropologist Taron Ross 
(1940-1992) accidentally fell into the 
waters whilst exploring the rainforest. 
In the days that followed the incident, 
he searched his way out of the woods 
albeit suffering from a high fever. Ul-
timately defeated by a coma, Ross was 
rescued by a group of indigenous peo-
ple. He regained his consciousness to 
find himself lying down in a dry warm 
cabin, with dozens of eyes onlooking 
and endless indecipherable mutterings. 
From his crackled throat, he squeezed 
out the few syllables that exhausted all 
remaining moisture from his body. All 
the bodies around him stopped interact-
ing and conversing, but one after anoth-
er imprinting their foreheads to Ross’. 
This absurd ritual continued for ten or 
more hours, until the sun rose again. It 
is only then Ross realised that this is the 
way the locals honour the gods. Bear-
ing the anthropologist spirit, Ross took 
residence in this tribe to record their 
customs and traditions. 

Unato: always living in the present

Ross named the tribe ‘Unato’, a word 
that locally means ‘at the moment’. For 
Ross, the Unatoes are always living in 
the present.

The Unato civilization has no written 
language, despite having a rich oral tra-

dition. When Ross settled in the Unato 
and tried studying the history of the 
tribe, he discovered that they had no 
objective conception of time - there is 
only subjective time. As a result, histo-
ries vanish as the elders pass away and 
histories translate forward in time as 
new life is born.  

The oldest time in the tribe existed in 
the memory of Unato’s eldest, Yaman. 
Extrapolating her memory from her 
mother and grandmother, Yaman ‘re-
membered’ stories from as far back as 
five generations. That ‘earliest’ histori-
cal event of Unato was her great-great-
great-great-grandmother accidentally 
swallowing her tooth and died.

The mythical world that people hear 
about goes beyond any restraints of 
time. The opening line “once upon a 
time” cannot be used to mark any time; 
it is a realm where reality and fiction are 
never divided. The Unatoes know clear-
ly that myths have happened, are hap-
pening; that myths will happen in the 
past, in the present, and in the future. 

The Unatoes also have no distinction 
between the value of life and death. 
The Unato mythology is full of similar 
stories. The protagonist dies for various 
reasons, then becomes another creature 
of the forest or, if he is lucky, a bird or 
a tree, a species that is worshipped. The 
Unato people approach death with the 
same serenity as they approach sleep, 
and they do not fear it at all.

Chaos and bloodshed

Ross was the first outsider to enter the 
tribe. As a ‘god’, he was in the best po-
sition to observe it: the locals provided 
him with shelter and plenty of food, he 
could intervene or stay away from the 
local’s lives at any time he pleased… 
His sole obligation, however, was to at-
tend every game of ‘grass ball’.

This seemingly easy task gradually be-
came Ross’s nightmare. He repeatedly 
recorded in his diary the brutal scenes 
he witnessed, particularly at the grass 
ball games, where ‘chaos’ and ‘blood-
shed’ were the most frequently used ad-
jectives. An excerpt of these passages 
is as follows (the following quotations 
may cause discomfort, viewer discre-
tion is advised): 

I can’t believe this is the same game as 
the one I watched the first time. Perhaps 
they didn’t have any rules for the game. 
If the first game were to be described as 
chaotic, this time it was a bloody mas-
sacre. The people were not fighting for 
grass ball - they were fighting for their 
lives. 

They tortured the seven-time reigning 
champion with fire. But was it really 
torture? He knelt there, unmoved. No 
ropes. No shackles. He knelt there of 
his own free will. Before the screeches, 
the look of satisfaction on his face al-
most made me think he would enjoy it.

Unato people are perhaps brutal by na-
ture. This morning I followed them into 
the forest to hunt. We met another group 

from the tribe who pretended to come 
forward to offer the plants and game 
they had gathered. In fact, the other 
group was trying to kill us, though my 
group won in the end. I stopped them 
before they tried to start another (big-
ger) massacre. Yet, I noted the resent-
ment in their eyes…

Ross had tried to stop the violence many 
times, but all was futile. More people 
were dying in corners he could not see, 
and stopping them sometimes only led 
to more brutal reprisals afterwards. 
Distraught and devastated, Ross was 
left with two choices: leave or change 
Unato. He chose the latter.

Changing the rules of the game

The key to change Unato was the game 
of grass ball, Ross thought. Grass ball 
is the most important recreational activ-
ity for the Unato people, who play this 
ball game during the day after every full 
moon. Anyone from the tribe, regard-
less of age and gender, can take part. All 
participants play as individuals, without 
any affiliation to teams. The winner is 
whoever puts the grass ball on the cer-
emonial platform with no specification 
for means. The winner will be awarded 
with the finest cuisines and possessions 
by the others, and will also be recog-
nised as the most sexually attractive 
person. However, if the winner accumu-
lates seven victories, he or she will have 
the ‘privilege’ to be sent to ‘the other 
side’ through flames.
In the name of ‘God’, Ross began to 
design the rules of the game. Not only 
did he incorporate the rules of football, 

CHILD CARE: MISSING
Name:                Iris Tran

Sex:                    Female

Date of Birth:    03/10/2008

Date of disappearance: 23/03/2020

From:                56 Leadenhall St, London EC3A 2BJ, UK

Additional information: Last seen wearing a blue dress, pink shoes and a 
butterfly bracelet.  

If you have any information about the whereabouts of this child call Feiya at +44 
7005005420
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Morality is a Game: Notes from Unato’s 
Fieldwork, Taron Ross



volleyball, basketball, and other ball games 
he was familiar with into the grass ball, he 
also used the 1948 Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as blueprint. The following 
are his attempts at the human rights aspect 
of the rules:

1) All are equal before the rules, and all 
have all the rights and freedoms contained 
in these rules.
2) Participants should act towards one an-
other with the spirit of brotherhood.
3) All persons’ right to life, liberty, and se-
curity shall not be harmed.
......
7) No one shall be subjected to torture or 
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. Participants who have earned 
seven points will be awarded a trophy and 
banned from the tournament forever and 
not sent to the other side.
8) No one shall be held in slavery or servi-
tude for the purposes of the game.
......
16) Anyone whose fundamental rights un-
der the rules have been violated is entitled 
to an effective remedy by God.
17) Everyone has the right to an effective 
remedy by God for acts violating the fun-
damental rights granted him by the rules.

For the next fifteen years, Ross spent every 
ounce of effort to promote the rules of the 
game, persuade and intimidate in the name 
of god. If necessary, Ross even used force 
to punish the rulebreakers. These rules were 
refined gradually through practice, devel-
oping from 17 at the beginning to over 100 
at the end. He had also set up a panel of 
local people to gather suggestions from the 
participants and formulate new rules.

The change in the rules of the game had a 
huge impact on the daily beliefs of the Un-
ato. Ross was surprised to find that these 
rules were sometimes applied outside of 
the game, creating something aliken to mo-
rality for the Unato people. People began 
to resist killing others or being killed by 
others, feeling that killing disturbed them. 
They learned to treat others with kindness 
and began to possess a spirit of fairness. In 
Ross’s manuscript before his passing, he 
wrote “I inscribed morality into the rules of 
their game so that fewer of them would die, 
so they would learn to respect each other, 
treat each other as equals, and gain as much 
freedom as possible.”

Reflections at the end of life

In the last seven years of his life, Ross, bat-
tling with cancer, returned to England. He 
spent his remaining days in the confines of 
a hospice while finishing the field research 
of Unato for publication.  

In 1990, Ross was awarded the UN Hu-
man Rights Prize. Swarmed by the media 
frenzy, Ross was often perplexed by all the 
journalists interviewing him. “If for the 
Unatos there is no distinction between the 
value of life and death, what does it mean to 
keep more people alive? If right and wrong 
are just rules of a game, what gives their 
validity and objectivity? When values can 
be changed, does this imply that there is no 
fundamental difference between this one 
and the other?”

A journalist asked ‘If you could turn back 
time to twenty years ago and face the 
choice again, would you leave there?’ ‘No,’ 
Ross replied resoundingly. 
 
Since the publication of Ross’s book, more 
and more researchers and tourists have 
been visiting Unato. Now Unato is just an-
other site of globalisation, facing the same 
question as million other tribes: as foreign 
and local cultures intermingle, what should 
they embrace? And what should they give 
up? 

But fortunately, the Unato people were pre-
pared decades ago - through the ‘human 
rights’ training in grass ball, Unato is pre-
pared for the irreversible paradigm shift of 
globalisation.
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Feiya Zhang
Desired job: part-time in galleries, publishing companies, 
research assistant, artist assistant, art teacher for young chil-
dren. 

Education: 2021-2023 MFA Fine Art, Goldsmiths, London; 
2016-2020 BA in Design & BA in Philosophy, Renmin Uni-
versity of China, Beijing.

Work experience: Editor of The Londoner Newspaper

Skills: Mandarin, design (can use Photoshop, Premiere, 
Lightroom, Indesign, etc), printmaking

Weakness: English

If you are interested in this candidate, please send 
emails to feiyazhang023@outlook.com

JOB SEARCH

A Reward of £ 50,000 is hereby offered by the Gover-
ment Of the United Kingdom for information leading 
to the whereabouts, either dead or alive, of P.K Chen, 
wanted on a charge of high trason.

WANTED FOR TREASON

1. disloyalty to the Crown (which he 
swore to uphold):
He is turning the sovereignty of the UK 
over to the communist controlled UK.
2. He has been WRONG on innumerable 
issues affecting the security of the UK.
3.He has given support and encourage-
ment to the Communist inspired racial 
riots.
4. He has been caught in fantastic LIES 
to the British people (including personal 
ones like his previous marriage and di-
vorce).

£ 100,000

WANTED BY THE 
POLICE

Fraud, Money Laundering

George Michael
(pseudonym)

Do you recognise this woman?
If you have any information which could assist the 

investigation,
please contact the Incident Room on 

Tel. 0111 211 9777
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To the Editor:

I have a few thoughts to share after 
reading April 21 Thursday Opinion col-
umn, ‘Omicron vs Zero-Covid: How 
long can China hold on?’.

There is a new social order being 
established and practised in Shanghai 
today, which has never existed in this 
cosmopolitan city’s history. The lock-
down lasting for more than a month has 
destroyed the admirable abilities of the 
society to exchange consumer goods 
and constantly refresh its own urban 
culture. The Chinese government has 
undertaken the task of getting the city 
functioning. A limited number of civil 
servants and volunteers (they are usu-
ally members of the Communist Party) 
spent whole days delivering food and 
organizing mass nucleic acid testing. 

However, things are not going so 
well, far away from expectations. The 
endless and extremely strict quaran-
tine measures have aggravated peo-
ple’s mental stress and depression, 
which have been recurring again and 
again since the beginning of 2020. But 
what’s new in 2022 is the lack of food 
and thus deprivation of a sense of basic 
security and freedom. Due to the short-
age of transportation, the price of fresh 
food and delivery costs for takeaway 
riders’ work has risen to unprecedented 
heights. It’s not easy for anyone to get 
enough food and guarantee the intake 

of nutrition. What’s more, to stop the 
spread of the Covid-19, most hospitals 
do not provide medical services to the 
public. Coupled with quarantine meas-
ures, it is difficult for people to even 
go out and find a doctor. Officials did 
not consider the threat to human health 
from diseases other than Covid-19. To 
be frank, I have a feeling that people’s 
body is containers of food and samples 
of nucleic acid testing.

It’s a war happening in Shanghai and 
I believe that there’s no better word to 
conclude the whole situation. The ac-
tion’s goal is to beat the Covid-19, an 
enemy stronger than human beings – 
they are trying to accomplish something 
impossible. The dominant value here is 
a religious belief instead of science. To 
some extent, the war against this infec-
tious disease is a metaphor: to some 
people, it represents all the covered so-
cial phenomena, such as social inequali-
ty and health disparities, and voices that 
do not agree with the official values; 
and to others ones, it is a symbol of the 
total invasion of political goals into so-
cial life and the private sphere. But fun-
damentally, the survival crisis we face 
at this moment is still widespread and 
real. We stand together but the help we 
can offer to another one is very limited.

Xu, Suzhou (CN)

To the Editor:

I have experienced city closures and 
have recently been quarantined. I think 
the vast majority of Chinese people 
wholeheartedly support the country’s 
‘dynamic zero’ policy. This is seen as 
a way to ensure a relatively normal life 
for citizens and a normal economic de-
velopment at minimal cost. China has 
a large and dense population. If the 
epidemic is not effectively managed, 
the absolute number of infections and 
deaths will be enormous, especially for 
the elderly. The Western ‘giving up(躺
平)’ approach is not suitable for China, 
neither morally nor economically. On a 
moral level, traditional Chinese culture 
values the protection of the elderly. If 
the elderly in the family are put at risk 
through inaction, the psychological im-
pact on the Chinese people is enormous. 
On an economic level, the Chinese peo-
ple work hard and diligently, wanting 
social stability and improving quality of 
life through labor and employment. If 

the epidemic is severe and they become 
ill and partially incapacitated, it is a dis-
aster for the family.

In addition, the strong support of the 
state is a motivation for people to main-
tain their belief in ‘zero covid’. The epi-
demic is a war, a war that can only be 
won when the government and the peo-
ple are united. This sense of responsibil-
ity is in fact a contribution to the world 
economy. I don’t believe that if Chinese 
people are afraid to go out to work and 
spend money, it will do any good to the 
world economy. Therefore, I am very 
unimpressed by Western propaganda - 
Chinese people have Chinese priorities 
for doing things. The world should un-
derstand each other, and what suits you 
is what is good.

Xin Zhang, Xi’an (CN)

To the Editor:

How easy it is to ‘give up(躺平)’! It 
might be easier for everyone to give up 
too! But how will it end? Many people 
may feel free and relaxed, but it will 
cost a lot of lives. The total number of 
deaths in our country so far is 4776. As 
a medical practitioner, I have asked my-
self over and over again whether exten-
sive lockdown can prevent the epidem-
ic. But there is a mortality rate that goes 
with the morbidity rate, and behind the 
numbers are lives. The numbers have 
said everything. Secondly, from a doc-
tor’s point of view, the high population 
density in China, especially in the big 
cities, makes it certainly more harmful 
when the virus spreads. Also, the after-
effects of the disease are uncertain. Chi-
na’s healthcare system is open: patients 
are free to choose their hospitals and pa-
tients are free to move around. Patients, 
regardless of control measures, will in-
fect other patients when they arrive at 
the hospital. This will cause widespread 
infection and a significant increase in 
mortality among other patients. Just im-
agine what you would think if the per-
son who died was your loved one.

A Doctor, Xinjiang (CN)

To the Editor:

I used to be incredibly envious of 
Shanghai and the lives people lead 

there. There exists the youngest, most 
vibrant metropolitan life. Yet recent 
events have made me feel very uneasy. 
As an international student far away 
from home, seeing the overwhelming 
stream of unbelievable events and news 
on social media and the disappointing 
government measures have made me 
find this distant land even more incom-
prehensible. I tried to see what was go-
ing on there, and what were the forces 
driving all this. But the more I stared, 
the more the scene before me became 
blurry ... When individual persons are 
reduced to mere statistics in service of 
political powerplay, the only answer 
I heard loud and clear was that they 
didn’t care.

Real people and the vivacity of life 
should not be lost within an abstract 
ideology… On one hand I feel power-
less, on the other I do not know whether 
I shall return…

Alice Yang, London (UK)

To the Editor:

Anonymous, London (UK)

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

To the Editor:

I don’t know what circumstances my 
daughter is in. But if it is a discussion 
among classmates, don’t have any po-
litical views - just state your thoughts 
objectively and truthfully. There is a lot 
of talk about the epidemic. Within it, 
the discussion is mainly about epidemic 
prevention strategies, which have little 
to do with politics.

A few points.

1. Opening remarks
Everyone is very concerned about 

Shanghai. And so am I, because my par-
ents live in Shanghai.

2. About the epidemic in Shanghai.

(1) Many things in the world are 
hard to predict, so it is hard to pre-
pare adequately. (Uncertainty is now 
the buzzword)

Many people enter Shanghai every 
day (including foreigners). Originally, 

Shanghai is using precision control as 
it has low economic and social costs for 
the population. 

The conditions for precision con-
trol were that the virus did not spread 
quickly. However, as the virus mutated 
(Omicron), it spreaded very quickly, 
with many asymptomatic infections, 
and the original precision control meas-
ures were unable to adapt.

This time, Shanghai did not know 
enough about Omicron and was not 
prepared for the situation because of the 
lack of prior experience.

(2) Many things are difficult to de-
cide because there are dilemmas.

Different people have different 
judgements and ideas due to their oc-
cupations, circumstances, etc., hence 
will want to deal with things in different 
ways.

The cost of choosing to clear out: 
livelihood security, access to medical 
care, production (Shanghai is the indus-
trial hub of the Yangtze River Delta. If 
Shanghai stops working until May, the 
domestic telecoms, biotech and auto-

motive industries will be cut off. Two 
Japanese car production lines are said to 
have shut down because of the Shang-
hai outbreak).

The choice to ‘lie flat’ comes at a 
price: spread to the whole country 
(Shanghai has a highly mobile popula-
tion), and the lives of the elderly (62% 
vaccination rate in Shanghai’s 60+ age 
group).

Regardless of choices, there is a price 
to pay. So the choice is often difficult 
(and life is full of choices, even painful 
ones).

After the outbreak, Shanghai’s choice 
(prevention and control policy) was to 
keep everyone at home and achieve zero 
cases as soon as possible. Hopefully, the 
cost was manageable on both fronts.

(3) In extraordinary times, prob-
lems are bound to crop up and the 
important thing is to resolve them. 
Shanghai has the will, the manpower 
and the material resources to resolve 
the problems to the greatest extent 
possible.

You can see in the videos that have 

appeared on the internet the various 
problems that have arisen in the pan-
demic control. The outside world must 
think that Shanghai is in deep water, but 
in fact it is on the whole okay.

Shanghai people at the centre of the 
epidemic prefer to see this information 
as exposing problems and expressing 
demands. We ordinary people will fol-
low suit and complain, but we will also 
be actively involved in solving these 
problems.

Many people are now mobilized - we 
already have over 30 people in our com-
munity volunteer team and feel that the 
quality of volunteers is good.

It goes without saying that the grass-
roots staff are on duty 24 hours a day. 
One of my former female colleagues in 
the Academic Staff Office has reported-
ly been living in the office at the Jiading 
campus for over a month now.

The basic needs of life and medi-
cal care are now basically guaranteed. 
I won’t go into the specific measures, 
where some of which are very creative.

Mr. Wang, Shanghai (CN)
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FEN WATCH Co. LONDON
THE WORLD’S LARGEST WATCH MANUFACTURER

Our Young Master Watchmaker never loses his concentration

With his legendary concentration and 50 years of experience, our Master 
Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, Moritz Tibes, inspects every single 
timepiece before it leaves out workshop.

All the watches are designed and assembled by hand in German. Only the 
highest quality movements and materials are used to produce the watches and 
every single detail has been given the time needed for perfection.

At FEN Watch Company London we’re committed to providing a personal 
quality service and we pride ourselves on the close relationships we have with 
our customers.

We’re always happy to assist and we provide a friendly and reliable service. 
Our customers speak directly to our designers and manufacturers. 

FEN Watch Co. London, UK, tel 380 500 1003
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Iris Tran | Economist, Professor at 
London School of Economics 

NFTs or Non-Fungible Tokens are 
non-interchangeable pieces of data 
stored on the blockchain.  Essentially, 
NFTs are goods in a bitcoin monetary 
system, a box filled with code.  They are 
depressingly fascinating to talk about 
in a socio-economic sense.  NFTs are 
both a pyramid scheme and everything 
I hate about economics distilled into a 
hyper-fast environmentally destruc-
tive package. NFTs are an excuse used 
to justify an unregulated internet stock 
market.  The end goal of cryptocurrency 
and NFTs is the financialization of eve-
rything.  Everything must be tokenized, 
everything has a price, everything must 
be bought and sold. 

NFTs are an attempt to introduce 
scarcity into a digital economy and a 
way to prove ‘ownership’ on the inter-
net.  A fool’s errand.  NFTs are (opti-
mistically) strictly unique and scarce.  
It proves ownership through the block-
chain, which markets itself as a decen-
tralized un-hackable ledger.  NFTs use 
‘art’ as stock for resale at a higher price. 

Concerning NFTs as a tool for digi-
tal artists.  To the artists, NFTs are not 
free to produce, there is an input cost 
to creating NFTs, entry fees, minting 
costs, gas fees, conversions into cryp-
tocurrency, an artist must buy into the 
market to create an NFT[1].  A note to 
buyers, NFTs do not hold the actual im-
age - the data space on an NFT block 
is too small - often times they hold a 
URL to an image, that URL must also 
be upkept on a server.  Another note for 
artists, NFT markets, are not filled with 
art collectors, they are filled with capi-
talistic internet cultists.  To my fellow 
economists, the lure of NFTs is bright 
but it is an electric lamp. 

It’s not an understatement to say 

bitcoin is destroying the environment.  
Bitcoin mining is the act of solving 
increasingly difficult equations (with 
computers) in order to gain bitcoin.  As 
the equations get harder, they require 
more servers, which requires more 
power. Bitcoin consumes around 91 
terawatt hours of electricity annually 
which is more than the country of Fin-
land.  Escalating proof of work cost fa-
vors those with pre-existing capital that 
can build and buy bigger better rigs.  
The rich get richer.  Plug in the pollu-
tion machine in order to get a bitcoin to 
make more money, to buy more servers 
that pollutes more, to get more bitcoin. 

Bitcoin is a libertarian rich man’s 
game, and everyone playing the game is 
convinced they are going to be the rich 
man in the end.  There are outliers who 
get lucky before the system collapses, 
but they are outliers.  Cryptocurrency 
is a gamble, and everyone thinks they 
are the casino.  The allure of bitcoin to 
many people is that it is unbeholden to 
institutional powers, it is free of regula-
tion, (it is free of consumer protection).  
It is being sold as a currency that can 
end banks and centralization.  However, 
many of the biggest players in crypto-
currency are banks, the elite, and the 
wealthy.  Deregulation means that there 
are no protections for consumers, it is a 
scammer’s playground.  The optimism 
of the system is immediately broken by 
reality.  Cryptocurrency is (despite its 
publicity), rife with fraud, theft, mis-
takes, market manipulation, and ineffi-
ciency[2].  As long as a scammer fol-
lows the rules of the system, then it is 
legitimate and there is no way to undo 
it.  In the height of hubristic pride, the 
bitcoin system is perfect, so why would 
there need to be regulation?

From Bitcoin came Etherium, and 
from Etherium came NFTs.  The NFT 
market isn’t based on art, it’s based on 
hype.  The people who make money are 
those who are already wealthy, already 
popular, and can publicize their work.

NFTs exist to lure people into buying 
crypto.  The artists must buy crypto to 
mint NFTs, people buying NFTs must 
buy crypto.  The people who win are 
those already holding cryptocurrency. 
It’s like a pyramid scheme.  No one 
makes money by selling the product.  
The only way to make money is to con-
vince someone else to join under them.  
Getting out means convincing someone 
else to buy you out.  Every user buys 
in at a gamble, hoping that they get to 
sell higher than for what they buy for.  

Nobody wins but those at the top of the 
pyramid.

NFTs then become cult tokens.  NFTs 
like Bored Ape Yacht Club, which has 
been linked with Neo-Nazis[3], became 
membership tokens for cryptocurrency.  
NFTs and cryptocurrency live and die 
on hype, bubbles of inflated publicity.  
It is in their best interest to convince 
people to stay and join in the club by 
any means necessary.  The investment 
cost to get into the club makes members 
all the more desperate to get other peo-
ple interested in that club to drive up the 
price of their investment.  Toxic positiv-
ity makes unreliable consumers, doubt 
is snuffed out which allows for fraud 
and manipulation to run rampant.  NFTs 
are sold on promises, on vapor.  Doubt 
the vapor and it’ll pop the balloon.  Col-
lective delusion is therefore better for 
the product, everyone that bought into 
the market insists the cloud is a real el-
ephant and that the elephant is worth its 
weight in gold and will only get heavier.  
Exclusive membership, catch phrases, 
rituals; these processes affirm in-group 
membership and loyalty to a manic de-
gree. 

These NFT and Cryptocurrency 
markets are covertly (not so covertly) 
pushed by the financial district into fi-
nancializing everything to create more 
speculative markets in which to invest, 
trade, and gamble.  It is a reskin of 
the 2008 housing market crash, super 
charged by internet culture and hype.  
Except the houses are ephemeral code, 
it is speculation based on speculation 
based on speculation.  These financial 
investments are a speculative stock 
market based on NFTs, which are pyra-
mid-scheme-speculative-stock markets 
based on Cryptocurrency, Cryptocur-
rency which in itself is a speculative 
stock market trying to avoid the cen-
tralization of banks. 

It’s money on both ends.  The 
wealthy plug money into a hype pollu-
tion machine that scams and traps artists 
and users in order to make more money 
for the wealthy.  This machine is being 
sold as a way to get away from previ-
ous systems of wealth when it is a rec-
reation of existing power structures in a 
new medium.  Any problem is blamed 
on the machine, and not those who 
built the machine.  The rich continue 
to scheme with a new scapegoat when 
the whole thing comes crashing down.  
It has been done before, but never so 
blatantly, boldly, and stupidly.  One can 
almost not believe the bumbling insipid 

confidence of the scam.  There can be 
no reclamation of the NFT in the name 
of anti-capitalism because NFTs are in-
extricable from cryptocurrency.  New 
technology same old shit.
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The Londoner: What does your com-
pany do?

George Michael: We produce com-
pletely zero-consumption and fully re-
cyclable electronic equipment.  We op-
timised the entire recycling and service 
process for the used-electronics market 
and replaced the ageing and environ-
mentally unfriendly electronic compo-
nents with our core technology devel-
oped by our company. In the case of 
mobile phones, our technology is cur-
rently applied to more than 370 prod-
ucts from 16 mobile phone brands.

TL: How are you able to make this in-
novative process happen?

GM: Mondegreen operates under the 
Zen philosophy framework, which in 
simple terms aims to strengthen the re-
lationship between humans and nature. 
The future of our planet needs current 
capitalist societies to transcend anthro-
pocentrism, and coexist with every liv-
ing creature and space. Connecting the 
Zen philosophy to the products we make 
for our customers, we are engaging in a 
steady paradigm shift towards more ac-
cessible, greener lifestyles. We’re not 
just simply t updating battery technol-
ogy in used phones; we are redefining, 
redeveloping, and reducing the pre-pro-
duction and post-production processes 
so as to eliminate unnecessary waste of 
resources. Our in-house studies showed 
that 93% of wasted energy occurred at 
these stages of production, and it is also 
where 79% of excessive and unneces-
sary bureaucratic decision-making is 
made in creating the software on the 

front-end and overproduction of the 
hardware in the back-end, which allows 
us to merge the recycling and repro-
duction processes through the software 
services around this that fundamentally 
allows us to engage people as a vehicle 
for access to Zen philosophy.

TL: Can you tell us more about who 
you are? 

GM: My soul is Japanese. Since I was 
9, I started having strange dreams. 
Sometimes I dreamt I was a butterfly, 
sometimes a deer, or a farmer living in 
the mountains who spoke a language I 
didn’t understand. After experiencing 
an epiphany I realised that these dreams  
were actually my past lives. I found el-
ements of Japanese culture reflected in 
these dreams, bringing me closer to a 
way of life that is completely different 
from my current one. I look forward to 
visiting Japan after the pandemic.

TL: How did you start your business? 
Is there a specific moment you recall as 
pivotal towards this?

GM: My career is part of my Zen prac-
tice. For a long time I forgot about 
those vision dreams I had in my ado-
lescence. After graduating from univer-
sity, I worked for a technology com-
pany where I spent most of my time 
researching mobile phone components. 
One day during one of my lunch breaks, 
I had another vision dream in which I 
was a horse galloping along the beach. 
In the dream, I attained my future as-
pirations of a pure life. This moment 

was prophetic and became my light-
bulb moment. Since my future had al-
ready been decided, what difference did 
it make continuing on the way I have 
been? Suddenly I was aware that most 
people in the world were still blinded by 
differences and that I was seeing things 
clearly now. Shortly after this epiphany, 
I started my Zen practice and company 
at the same time. Look at this phone, 
it is the effect formed from countless 
causes, and the cause of countless ef-
fects. It is nothing, an endless cycle.

TL: You have a deep friendship with the 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, and 
mobile phones made by Mondegreen 
were in the gift packs that Kim Jong-un 
gave out to the citizens of Pyongyang 
on his birthday in January. Do you see 
this as an act of rebellion against capi-
talism and support for communism?

GM: I dislike capitalism. I live in a sin-
gle room that almost looks like a prison. 
Nothing fancy. I have a bed, a notebook 
next to my bed, and a lamp. The toilet is 
right next to my bed. Everything is done 
in this single room. During my travels 
there I found that the people have the 
same pure life, and it is what I respect 
about North Korea. 

I also distance myself from commu-
nism. The opposite of good versus evil 
is not real. I often think about this well-
known  Zen saying: We know the sound 
of two hands clapping. But what is the 
sound of one hand clapping?

TL: What do you think preaching Zen 
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and selling electronics to thousands of 
followers on your Instagram Live have 
in common?

GM: That’s a very good question. 
Nowadays, in the environmental sus-
tainability sector, lifestyle becomes 
something that can be sold; they sell 
a vision of life and we do exactly the 
opposite. Both meditation and Monde-
green mobile phones are poking at 
these visions and giving people abso-
lutely nothing.

TL: What would your best piece of ad-
vice be to our readers?

GM: Everything I said is only “a finger 
pointing to the moon,” but we should 
never confuse the moon with a finger.

Keeping Life Pure
An exclusive interview with George Micheal, Founder and CEO of Mondegreen
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The Story of the Stone (Six volumes)  
by Cao Xueqin, David Hawkes (Trans-
lator)

The Story of the Stone’ (c. 1760) is one 
of the greatest classical novels of Chi-
nese literature. Set in Qing Dynasty 
(1800s), the book depicts the romance 
between Jia Baoyu and Lin Daiyu, and 
the rise and fall of the Jia family they 
belong to. The novel is known for its 
detailed and fascinating portrayal of 
the ethics, lifestyle, aesthetics, religion, 
material life, and class system of the 
Qing dynasty. 

‘Truth and falsity’ is the most important 
theme in the book, which is stated in the 
opening chapter: 

Truth becomes fiction when the fic-
tion’s true; 

Real becomes not-real where the un-
real’s real.

As Levy (1999) points out, the couplet 
signifies ‘not a hard and fast division 
between truth and falsity, reality and il-
lusion, but the impossibility of making 
such distinctions in any world, fictional 
or actual’ (p15).  

The convoluted relationship between 
truth and falsity is echoed throughout 
the novel. Structures of the mythical 
and the real correspond and correlate 
with each other. In the mythical world, 
Jia Baoyu was a servant of god. His 
life in the real world is a mere rite of 
passage in the form of a mortal. This is 
further reflected in the choice of charac-
ters’ surnames. When depicting the first 
meeting between Zhen Baoyu and Jia 
Baoyu, the author intentionally chose 

the surnames ‘甄(Zhen)’ and ‘贾(Jia),’ 
which are homophones of the Chinese 
words ‘真(truth)’ and ‘假(false)’ re-
spectively. Here, the author uses Jia to 
mirror his own life. In particular, the 
gradual downfall of the Jia family was 
directly inspired by his own family his-
tory and the contemporary circumstanc-
es in the Qing dynasty. 

Kintu   by Jennifer Nansubuga Makum-
bi

Kintu is a modern classic, a multilay-
ered narrative that reimagines the histo-
ry of Uganda through the cursed blood-
line of the Kintu clan. Divided into six 
sections, the novel begins in 1750, when 
Kintu Kidda sets out for the capital to 
pledge allegiance to the new leader of 
the Buganda Kingdom. Along the way, 
he unleashes a curse that will plague his 

Literature
Discover 
The Best 
Books 
You’ve 
Never Read

family for generations. In an ambitious 
tale of a clan and a nation, Makumbi 
weaves together the stories of Kintu’s 
descendants as they seek to break from 
the burden of their shared past and rec-
oncile the inheritance of tradition and 
the modern world that is their future.

Nine Stories   by J. D. Salinger

Nine Stories (1953) is a collection of 
short stories by American fiction writer 
J. D. Salinger published in April 1953. 
It includes two of his most famous short 
stories, “A Perfect Day for Banana-
fish” and “For Esmé – with Love and 
Squalor”. (Nine Stories is the U.S. ti-
tle; the book is published in many other 
countries as For Esmé - with Love and 
Squalor, and Other Stories.)
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New to London? Always offended by 
what your friends say inadvertently? 
Always losing a friend because you said 
something wrong but you didn’t know? 
The Dictionary explains in detail the 
keywords you need to know in a glo-
balized context and gives you practical 
tips to practice them in everyday situa-
tions. Learn five new words every day, 
and have a great life in cosmopolitan 
London. 

36. Mansplaining
Mansplaining (a blend word of man 
and the informal form splaining of the 
gerund explaining) is a pejorative term 
meaning (of a man) “to comment on 
or explain something to a woman in a 
condescending, overconfident, and of-
ten inaccurate or oversimplified man-
ner”. Author Rebecca Solnit ascribed 
the phenomenon to a combination of 
“overconfidence and cluelessness”. 
Lily Rothman, of The Atlantic, defined 
it as “explaining without regard to the 
fact that the explainee knows more than 
the explainer, often done by a man to a 
woman”.

Tips: 
1. Don’t presuppose that women don’t 
know something.
2. Try to resist the urge to teach women 
something.
3. It is not good to start with: “you don’t 
understand”, “let me explain”, “do you 
know…?”, etc.
4. If you inadvertently educate the other 
person, you can remedy this at the end: 
“It’s just my personal opinion, What’s 
your opinion?”
5. Shut up and listen.

37. Misogyny 
Misogyny is hatred of, contempt for, or 
prejudice against women. It is a form 
of sexism that keeps women at a lower 
social status than men, thus maintain-
ing the societal roles of patriarchy. Mi-
sogyny has been widely practiced for 
thousands of years. It is reflected in art, 
literature, human societal structure, his-
torical events, mythology, philosophy, 
and religion worldwide.

Tips: 
1. Domestic violence is illegal in the 
UK.

2. Women are not the scapegoat for all 
bad consequences.
3. Beyoncé Knowles is not a slut.
Do not compliment sleeping beauty and 
snow white as good women.

38. Stereotype
Social psychology defines a stereotype 
as a generalized belief about a particular 
category of people. It is an expectation 
that people might have about every per-
son of a particular group. The type of 
expectation can vary; it can be, for ex-
ample, an expectation about the group’s 
personality, preferences, appearance or 
ability. Stereotypes are sometimes over-
generalized, inaccurate, and resistant to 
new information, but can sometimes be 
accurate.

Tips: 
1. Don’t trust your common sense too 
much. 
2. Common stereotypes occur in terms 
of ethnicity, faith, and sexual orienta-
tion, for example, thinking brown skin 
people are bad at English, Indians smell 
like curry, all people with almond-
shaped eyes, black hair and yellow skin 
are Chinese, all gay people are sissies, 
all people who wear hijab are terrorists, 
etc.
3. Asians is a group made up of many 
subgroups of both eastern Asian, south 
east Asian, pacific islander, south Asians 
and more.
4. When you find that the other person 
is different from the stereotype, you 
should learn the difference, not point 
out to them the error and ask them to 
correct it.

39. Homophobia
Homophobia encompasses a range of 
negative attitudes and feelings toward 
homosexuality or people who are iden-
tified or perceived as being lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender (LGBT). It has 
been defined as contempt, prejudice, 
aversion, hatred or antipathy, may be 
based on irrational fear, and is also re-
lated to religious beliefs.

Tips: 
1. Homosexuality is not a physical or 
mental disease.
2. Homosexuality is not a Sin.
3. If you’re homophobic, you might be 
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in the depths of the closet.

40. Toleration
Toleration is the allowing, permitting, or 
acceptance of an action, idea, object, or 
person which one dislikes or disagrees 
with. Political scientist Andrew R. Mur-
phy explains that “We can improve our 
understanding by defining “toleration” 
as a set of social or political practices 
and “tolerance” as a set of attitudes.” 
Random House Dictionary defines tol-
erance as “a fair, objective, and permis-
sive attitude toward those whose opin-

ions, beliefs, practices, racial or ethnic 
origins, etc., differ from one’s own”.

Tips: 
1. Tolerance presupposes power dy-
namics between the authoritative ma-
jority and the dissenting minority. In 
everyday life, when dealing with people 
whose religious, cultural, and gender 
views conflict with your own, some-
times toleration can mean insult.
2. If you need tolerance or even recog-
nition, communication is the first step.



Once upon a time, there was a little rab-
bit that was afraid of the cold. Every 
winter she hid under her blanket and 
waited for spring. 

On this day, the first snow marked 
winter’s arrival. Little Rabbit looked 
glumly at the white fields through the 
window. Suddenly she got a phone call 
from Grandma. 

“Hello, my lovely Little Rabbit. I have 
missed you dearly. Come to grandma - 
I have a gift for you,” Grandma said. 

“What is it? The winter is too cold and 
I’m afraid of catching a cold,” Little 
Rabbit asked. 

“With this present, you will never be 
afraid of the cold,” Grandma said. 

“Great! I’ll go now!” Little Rabbit re-
plied with glee. 

Little Rabbit then put on all her thick-
est clothes, her boots, her sweater, her 
trousers, her jacket, her scarf, her hat 
and her gloves. 

When Little Rabbit left the house, 
Mother couldn’t even recognise her!

Little Rabbit couldn’t wait to get 
Grandma’s present so she ran and ran 
through the snow. 

Soon, her forehead was sweating and 
she took off her hat. Soon thereafter, 
she took off her scarf. Finally, Little 
Rabbit felt so unbearably hot that she 
took off her coat.

Panting and panting, Little Rabbit ar-
rived at Grandma’s house. Grandma 
had been waiting for her with a pot of 
sweet honey tea. 

“Grandma! Grandma! Where is my 
gift?” Little Rabbit impatiently asked. 

Grandma smiled and said, “Isn’t the 
gift already on you?”

SUDOKU Crossword

All answers are in the newspaper.

Down:
1. Co-exist with Covid (a phrase)
2. Why the little rabbit isn't afraid of the cold anymore
4. NFT
5. A misunderstood word resulting from a mishearing 
of the lyrics of a song
6. The ethnicity of George Mitchell's soul
9. Means ‘Truth’ in Chinese

Across:
3. A very good Asian market in East London
7. Might be in the depths of the closet
8. Morality
10. Adopted in Unato’s grass ball game (a phrase)
11. Hatred of women
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“Welcome to the 
white cube - a 
fun workplace!”

Bedtime Fairy Tale

A Rabbit 
That Was Afraid Of 

The Cold


